
Getting Started with 
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APA DATABASES & ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

 http://www.apa.org/pubs/databases/index.aspx

What is PsycTESTS? What will I find in it?
PsycTESTS is a research database that provides information on tests that originated in the 
scholarly literature. Tests are mined from the journals currently covered in the PsycINFO® 
database. Nearly 40,000 unique tests are represented in PsycTESTS, organized into 15 
instrument types and 30 categories.

PsycTESTS records include citations and links to articles that discuss the development of 
the test and how it can be used. Most information about the test is taken from these articles 
and presented right in the database. The rich content records help you navigate the complex 
body of test literature and discern whether an existing test will meet your research needs or 
if you need to develop a new test. In some cases, the full test (or a document with a selection 
of test items) is available to download as well.

Many tests developed within the context of a study are unnamed by the author and 
effectively “lost” in the literature. This is the case for over 50% of the tests in PsycTESTS. 
PsycTESTS staff intensively data mine the behavioral literature to unearth such tests and 
then name them using guidelines that emphasize the test purpose. These “lost” tests are 
then findable by their created names, author names, constructs, classifications, citations, 
acronyms, etc. 

How can I use the tests I find in PsycTESTS?
First, open the Test Development record. 
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Next, look for the Permissions field, highlighted below. When it reads “May use 
for Research/Teaching,” the test can be used for non-commercial research or 
educational purposes. This statement permits general use in a clinical setting, for a 
class assignment, or as a cited resource in developing your own test.   

When the full-text test is available, you will see a PDF at the top right of the record. (Note: 
Depending on the size of your screen, the PDF link may be displayed below the Test 
Development record).
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If you open this PDF, there will be a longer Permissions statement on the cover sheet.

Most test files are PDFs, although some tests are in multimedia formats.

It is important to note that most tests in the database do not include all the materials you 
need to administer and score the test. Supporting Documentation such as instructor 
guides and answer sheets are typically not included as part of the full-text test. You 
should contact the author to obtain these materials. 

To use a test for commercial gain or to reproduce it for other uses, you are required 
to contact the copyright owner for permission. For example, republishing a test or 
reproducing it on the open internet requires copyright owner permission, as does using a 
test in research intended to support commercial gain. 
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How can I contact the copyright owner of a test? 
To contact the author or publisher for permission, use the information provided in the 
Test Development record. In addition to permissions, you may wish to contact the 
author for additional information about the test that will help you understand how best 
to administer it and interpret the results.
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Can I search PsycTESTS at the same time as other 
databases?

You can search PsycTESTS in combination with any other databases available to you on 
APA PsycNET, but you’ll be able to search more precisely if you choose to search only 
PsycTESTS.

What search options does PsycTESTS have?
If you know the name of the test, or its acronym, use the Test Lookup tool to quickly find it 
(see previous image). To search more broadly, use the search form and consider the options 
available to help focus your search. For example, perhaps you want a test developed for a 
specific population or age group, or you only want to look at tests that are administered in 
an interview rather than as a questionnaire. Explore the options to make your research more 
efficient. 
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You can also limit your results to those with a full or partial version of the test, and specify 
the date range in which the test was published in the literature. If you are using the date 
range limit, keep in mind that most PsycTESTS records are recent; 75% are from 2000 
forward.

If you prefer to start your search off broadly and then adjust based on your results, you can 
use the Filter Results options on the left of your results page. Note that each individual 
result also shows the psychological construct the test is meant to measure, and contains 
links to the summary of the test as well as the test itself, when available.

Expert Tip: Use the PsycTESTS Classification to limit to a general area of psychology. 
It’s available on the Advanced Search Screen and in the Filter Search section bar on 
the search results page. See more at: https://bitly.com/PTClassCodes

Expert Tip: Use the PsycTESTS Classification to limit to a general area of psychology. 
It’s available on the Advanced Search Screen and in the Filter Search section bar on 
the search results page. See more at: https://bitly.com/PTClassCodesp // y /
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When I’m searching for articles, I can read an abstract to 
help me decide if it’s a useful article. Are there abstracts 
for the tests?

From the search results list, you can view the Summary of a test, its Construct, and if 
available, a link to the content of the Test. 

When you click the test name in your results list, the test record provides additional 
basic information about the test, the links to any available full text and supporting 
documentation, and a set of tabs below the summary containing information about 
articles associated with the test.

 

I noticed the tabs under the summary include citations. 
What are these for?

The tabs below the Summary provide indexing information about articles which discuss 
the test. Note that you will not see each of these tabs for every test in the database.

Test Development: Article that discusses the development of the test. You’ll see this for 
most of the tests in the database.

Test Reviews: Any article(s) reviewing the test; this is available for a small percentage of 
the tests.

Test Use: Any article(s) reporting on a new use of the test – for example, a researcher 
may have taken a test designed for adults and administered it to teenagers. This is also 
available for a small percentage of tests.
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To look at more information about the test, click on the link above any citation.

Expert Tip: Sometimes, instead of tabs, you may see a link that says Test Primary 
Data. This means that we have been unable to identify an article about the test. This 
is most often the case for tests available through commercial publishers and for 
historical tests (right now, the oldest tests in PsycTESTS are from the late 1890s). The 
Test Primary Data link will pull up additional information about the test, including 
contact information for the publisher if the test is available commercially. 

I want to read one of the articles linked from the test. How 
do I find it?

The citation for the article in each of these tabs is provided right at the top, in the 
Reported in field. You can use that information to track down the article. If you’re not 
sure how to do this, ask a librarian for help. 
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Do you include reliability or validity information for the 
tests? What about the factor analysis?

Yes! Click on the link to the Test Development record, highlighted on the previous page. 
The PsycTESTS record provides as much detail about the test as can be gleaned from 
the article: the study context in which the test was developed; the test development 
process; characteristics of the test (e.g. format, number of items); psychometric 
properties when available (reliability, validity, factor structure); and test items. You may 
still need to find the full text of the article, but this information should help you determine 
if this test will fit your needs.

 

t

Expert Tip: Information about the test’s reliability, validity, and factor analysis is taken 
directly from the article that’s referenced in the Reported in field at the top of the tab. 
Note that if the authors do not report this information in the article, then it will not be 
provided. (See the Factor Analysis field in the screenshot above for an example.)
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Is there a way to find other versions of the test? 
If any other versions of a test are included in the PsycTESTS database, you’ll see a Test 
Versions menu to the right of the Summary link on the search results page, and an 
Other Versions section in the test record. Other versions include short forms, long forms, 
translations, or any adaptations that have been developed.

Expert Tip: Find additional information about a test by using the links to other test 
versions. Other Versions can include newer and older versions of tests as well as 
modified versions and language translations, allowing you to more easily see how a 
measure has been developed and used over time.

Expert Tip: Find additional information about a test by using the links to other test 
versions. Other Versions can include newer and older versions of tests as well ass
modified versions and language translations, allowing you to more easily see how a
measure has been developed and used over time.
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Can I administer these tests to patients or participants in a 
study?

If the full test is available, open the file and look at the Permissions line. Most tests can 
be used for non-commmercial research or educational purposes. This also permits 
general use in a clinical setting. To use a test for commercial gain or to reproduce it for 
other uses, you are required to contact the copyright owner for permission. For example, 
republishing a test or reproducing it on the open internet require copyright owner 
permission, as does using a test in research intended to support commercial gain. 

 

Can I save the search I just did, or the tests I found?
If you want to run this same search again in the future, use the tools at the top of the 
search results page to help automate the process. In addition to saving your search to 
later rerun it manually, you can set up an email alert for new tests that match your search 
criteria, or get them via RSS feed. You can also get a permalink for your results list, 
which is handy for sharing what you’ve found with classmates, researchers in your lab, or 
members of your journal club. 

Some additional options will appear on the search results screen and elsewhere 
throughout your results. When these icons are displayed, the articles under them will 
have checkboxes. Once you’ve made your selections, you can export them to an .RIS file 
for APA Style CENTRAL® or reference management software like RefWorks, EndNote, 
Mendeley, or Zotero; email them; print them; or add them to your My List file in your My 
PsycNET account. 
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What if I see a login when I try to save something? 
Some of the options mentioned above require a free personal account on APA PsycNET. 
If that’s the case, you’ll see a login screen appear. 

 

Click on the Not Registered? link to quickly set up an account. You can also log in with 
Google. Access your account at any time from the top right of any APA PsycNET page, 
using the Login link or the My PsycNET link.

 I still have questions! Who can I ask?
Your librarian is your best resource whenever you have search questions!

You can also use the Help menu at the top right of any APA PsycNET page to access 
specialized help for PsycTESTS and more general help for using the APA PsycNET 
platform.

Learn more about how to find psychological tests:  
http://www.apa.org/science/programs/testing/find-tests.aspx

Take a look at our PsycTESTS training videos: http://bit.ly/PsycTESTS_PsycNET

Attend a free webinar presented by APA trainers: http://bit.ly/APAwebinars
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