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INSTRUMENT DESCRIPTION SAMPLE TEST

Battery A set of tests grouped together and 
administered as a unit, with the scores 
often scaled so that they can be 
compared or used in combination.

Number Processing and Calculation Battery (NPC)

Checklist A list of items that are to be observed, 
recorded, corrected, or otherwise 
considered in some manner.

Online Activity Checklist (OACL)

Coding Scheme  
or Coding System

A test that requires participants to 
translate one set of symbols into another. 
For example, each letter in the word 
“Beach” would be represented by a 
different number according to the code: 
A = 3, B = 4, C = 5, and so on. Also called 
coding test or symbol-substitution test.

Coding System to Assess Interventions of Relapse 
Prevention in Depression (KERI-D)

Diary A technique for compiling detailed data 
about an individual who is being observed 
or studied by having the individual record 
his or her daily behavior and activities. 
Also called diary survey or diary method.

Music Listening and Imagery Diary

Index/Indicator A variable that is employed to indicate 
the presence of another phenomenon  
or event.

Intersectional Discrimination Indexes

Interview Schedule/Guide A script containing the questions an 
interviewer will ask.

Musical Performance Pathway Interview

Projective Measure An assessment procedure that  
utilizes ambiguous or indistinct stimuli  
to elicit responses regarding the meaning 
and structure of the stimuli, to reflect  
the personality, cognitive style, and  
other psychological characteristics of  
the respondent.

Purcell Incomplete Sentences

Q Sort A test requiring participants to sort a  
set of items into ordered categories  
based on order of representation or 
significance, with categories usually  
given a numerical label.

Strengths Q-sort Self-Assessment Scale (SQSS, AERES)

https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Number+Processing+and+Calculation+Battery+2.pdf
https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Online+Activity+Checklist.pdf
https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Coding+System.pdf
https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Coding+System.pdf
https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Music+Listening+and+Imagery+Diary.pdf
https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Intersectional+Discrimination+Indexes.pdf
https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Musical+Performance+Pathway+Interview.pdf
https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Purcell+Incomplete+Sentences.pdf
https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Strengths+Q-sort+Self-Assessment+Scale.pdf
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Rating Scale An instrument that is used to assign 
scores to people or items along some 
numerical dimension, such as agreement 
with an attitude statement or frequency 
of occurrence. Rating scales can be 
classified according to the number of 
points along the dimension that is being 
assessed (e.g., a 5-point scale, 7-point 
scale) and the way in which the response 
labels are ordered along the dimension.

Power Scale

Screener Any testing procedure designed to 
separate out people or items with a given 
characteristic or property, and typically 
used to distinguish people who have a 
disease, disorder, or premorbid condition 
from those who do not. Since screening 
tests are designed to be broad and are 
frequently brief, specific or focused, 
testing is often required to confirm  
the results.

Five-Variable Psychiatric Screener (V-5)

Survey A study in which a group of participants 
is selected from a population and  
data about or opinions from those 
participants are collected, measured, 
and analyzed. Information is typically 
gathered by interview or self-report and 
the results may then be extrapolated to a 
larger population.

Telehealth Survey

Task Any goal-oriented activity undertaken  
by an individual or a group. When such  
an activity is the subject of observation  
in an experimental setting (e.g., in 
problem-solving and decision-making 
studies), the researcher may set, control, 
and/or manipulate objectives, stimuli, or 
possible responses, therefore changing 
task parameters to observe behavioral 
adjustments.

Getting to Know You Task

Test Any tool, procedure, or items used to 
obtain a systematic sample of the test 
taker’s behavior or characteristics and 
scored using a standardized process.

Health Claim-Related Knowledge Test

Vignette/Scenario An assessment which utilizes selective 
descriptions of situations, persons,  
or other scenarios to elicit judgments  
or perceptions.

Passive and Active Immorality Vignettes

https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Power+Scale.pdf
https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Five-Variable+Psychiatric+Screener.pdf
https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Telehealth+Survey.pdf
https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Getting+to+Know+You+Task+2.pdf
https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Health+Claim-Related+Knowledge+Test.pdf
https://image.info.apa.org/lib/fe8d13727663027574/m/10/Passive+and+Active+Immorality+Vignettes.pdf

